uterus or the abdominal approach to the surgery of prolapse with concomitant stress incontinence (urethral sphincter incompetence we are told to call it) will be questioned by many practising gynaecologists, while the surgeon in training will be disappointed by the all too sketchy account of some operations and the omission of others such as those pertaining to ureteric injuries.
Despite these criticisms this is an outstanding contribution to modern gynaecological literature which must find a place in the libraries of all departments of urology and gynaecology, and which will be indispensable for those who take up gynaecological urology as a subspeciality of obstetrics and gynaecology. HERBERT £56.50 ISBN 0-12-153004-3 Orlando, Florida: Academic Press 1984 The purpose of this series is to provide reviews of basic ophthalmic sciences in a form not found in textbooks nor specialist journals. This volume comprises of reviews on four diverse subjects. The first deals with glutamate metabolism in the retina. With the current interest in neurotransmitters and the possibility of localizing retinal activity electrophysiologically or psychophysically, this is a timely article. The second article is an update on the problem of aqueous outflow and is of more clinical interest. Noninvasive corneal redox fluorometry measures the metabolic activity of a tissue, basically at mitochondrial level. It may be usefully combined with other methods of corneal examination but eventually the techniques may be applicable to other ocular tissues. The final review is of electrolyte and fluid transport across the corneal endothelium.
This book will more likely be found on the shelves of a library rather than of the practising ophthalmologist. Nonetheless the clinician should be interested in these advances in the basic an international editorial board, to include a review section on current aspects of critical care medicine, whilst continuing the instrumentation section of the technically orientated society journal. The review section of the first issue presents current concepts on the pathophysiology of cardiac arrest, emphasizing the objective reasoning for specific pharmacological intervention during cardiopulmonary resuscitation (advanced life support). This is a comprehensive review occupying half the journal and providing an impressive 262 references.
The instrumentation section contains articles on custom-designed transportation systems for the critically ill, an interesting pneumatic powered, electronically controlled infusion pump, another constant flow ventilator for high frequency ventilation, and modification for a ventilator no longer commercially produced. The final article on toe temperature monitoring in peripheral perfusion failure is not new, but re-emphasizes the advantages of simple noninvasive monitoring.
This first issue is good value for the review article alone, but the overall content and quality will need to be strengthened if future issues are to retain the interest of critical care personnel. what are possible explanations for the kinetics of the antibody-Factor VlIIc interaction? These and many other fascinating aspects of the problem are discussed. There is an excellent chapter on how to screen for and quantitate Factor VIII inhibitors. Over half the book is devoted to coverage of different treatment strategies, the variety of which emphasizes the current lack of any entirely satis-factory option. Experience with various new approaches is presented, including activated and nonactivated prothrombin complex concentrates, high purity porcine Factor VIII, removal of the inhibitor by affinity chromatography and induction of immunological tolerance with massive doses of Factor VIII; high dose intravenous IgG is too recent for inclusion. Experience with some of these regimens is limited to one or two centres and, as discussed, there are major problems in designing clinical trials because of the heterogeneity of the patients and the difficulty of defining response, so that those seeking for guidance on management of their own patients will find much information here but as yet no conclusive answer. This excellent book, which is but 71 small pages in length, is designed to correct this unhappy state and I am sure achieves this very successfully. A couple of hours of careful study will give a very satisfactory understanding of anal pathology and the management of haemorrhoids and associated conditions. This is largely due to 35 high class full page colour photographs, which illustrate well all the commonly seen anal conditions with a brief but clear text explaining the pictures. This book should have many uses and will be suitable for unravelling the mysteries that medical students may otherwise not be taught. Trainees will be glad to have these anal conditions explained if they are not working on a surgical firm which deals with them, and general practitioners may be very happy to have it on their bookshelf as a reference for when they see an anal problem and are not sure what they are dealing with. The last few years have seen a revolution in the application of molecular biology to clinical medicine. Our understanding of the structure of genes and the way in which they work is growing rapidly. Individual human genes have been cloned and their complete DNA sequence determined. Sophisticated hybridization techniques allow the probing of DNA and RNA in pathological samples. To the clinician the pace of development of these new techniques has been alarming. Those involved in clinical genetics have been in the front line of the impact of the new technology and are well versed in it. But it is not going to stop there. This short book by an experienced teacher and writer provides an excellent introduction to the recombinant DNA technology. It covers the methods used well with clear prose and informative line illustrations. The molecular pathology of several diseases is discussed. Although much of the work is still in its infancy the possibilities are demonstrated well. The excitement and pitfalls of gene therapy are conveyed with just the right balance. Finally there is a chapter on the ethics, hazards and future of the technology. A feeling for the historical perspective (five years is now history in biology) is given, allowing the sometimes haphazard development of different cloning systems with their confusing names to fall into place. Key papers are referred to together with a useful glossary for those new to the field.
The book is extremely well written and is immensely readable. It is clearly a classic that should be read by all practising clinicians. Whatever their specialty, the information it contains is likely to impinge on their practice before the century is out. K SIKORA Director, Ludwig Institutefor Cancer Research, Cambridge Dermatology: An Illustrated Guide. 3rd edn. Lionel Fry pp 183 £19.50 ISBN 0-407-00335-5 London: Butterworths 1984 This is the third edition of a highly successful and lavishly illustrated short textbook aimed primarily at medical students and general practitioners. I have, therefore, discussed it with members of these groups and have taken note of their comments.
Overall, it is an excellent book. It contains 571 illustrations, most of which are well photographed examples of cornmon conditions. However, some of the pictures are either too dark to show any detail or else not taken sufficiently close-up. British dermatologists will not be very happy with the picture caption 'Acute eczema caused by metal earring'. The term 'eczema' is reserved for endogenous disease while exogenous eczema is called 'dermatitis'.
Where this illustrated guide scores over the atlasthat is, its most obvious rivalis in the provision of an accompanying text. On the whole this is reasonably accurate, but there are a number of unsatisfactory statements. On page 43, for
